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The improvement in growth of the Wakasa calf, Japanese Black (The 1st report)

(The investigation of the colostrum intake and the feed)

Kiyotaka SASAKI, Kaname SUZUKI and Tatsuya YAMAMOTO
Fukui Prefectural Livestock Experiment Station

Abstract

We surveyed the colostrum intake and the feeds in lactation period (birth-90 days of age)and upbringing period
(90 days of age — shipping for Calf market) in the farms producing Wakasa calf,Japanese Black calf in Fukui
prefecture. In the survey of colostrum intake, 23.1%(9/39) of the calves gave turbidity 1 in sodium sulfite turbidity
test (SSTT), which meant insufficient in the colostrum intake and over 80% of them took colostrum more than six
hours after birth because of delivery at night. Over 80% of the calves gave turbidity 2-3 sufficient took colostrum
within 2-6 hours after birth. As the result of the blood test, any significant differences were not seen in all inspection
items apart from the globulin concentration (P<0.05) between turbidity levels. The each farm used different feed
for lactation and upbringing period, and did not show any tendency. The upper limit of the concentrated feed which
fed for upbringing period had a range from 3.0kg/day to 4.5kg/day depending on farms. Most of farms fed straw,
timothy and sudangrass on its own or in forms of a mix as the roughage.
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