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Productivity improvement of Fukujidori

Mariko Takatsuka, Takeshi Kato, Yasusi Yosida and Fumiaki Morinaga"

1) Fukui Prefectural Livestock Experiment Station

Abstract

In this study, in order to improve productivity of Fukuijidori, we aim to establish measures for
preventing cannibalism which is a behavioral problem in free range poultry farming. We have
surveyed poultry farmers in Fukui prefecture on their rearing environment, such as type of the
hen house, stocking density, feed contents, perch length (cm/hen), size of egg-laying box (cm?/hen),
presence of roosters and the occurrence of cannibalism as well as the egg-laying rate. We have
found that the cannibalism was took place in 5 flocks in 4 farms out of 26 flocks in 13 farms which
was rearing Fukuijidori. Although it varied in types of hen house in that five cannibalism positive
flocks, they tended to have rather higher stocking density (five to six hens/m2), shorter perch
length (20 cm/hen or below) and smaller egg-laying box (260 cm2/hen or below). The egg-laying
rate of the cannibalism positive flocks tended to be lower than that of the cannibalism negative
flocks in the same farm. The flocks which cannibalism was observed had been raised in their
brooding period during a hot summer time and their stocking density had been slightly higher.
From these findings, we consider that it is necessary to improve the rearing environment, for
example lowering the stocking density and extending perch length at each farm in order to
prevent the cannibalism as well as only good-conditioned big chicks should be introduced.

Keyword: cannibalism, productility improvement, breeding density, perch, egg laying box
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